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United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

OCHA in brief …………..
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Part of the UN Secretariat with a mission: 
to alleviate suffering  and to advocate people’s rights 

in time of disasters
Main task: 

to coordinate effective 
and principled international response 

Also to promote risk reduction and recovery

Assist UN country teams
and their counterparts 

preparedness and response

And supports UN system coordinate Avian Flu

and

GENEVA NEW YORK

REGIONAL OFFICE 
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

KOBE BANGKOK SUVA/FIJI

1. Disaster preparedness and response
• East Asia: China, Japan, North Korea, Mongolia, South Korea
• Southeast Asia: Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Philippines, Singapore,  and Timor Leste
2. Focal Point for subject matters related to:
• ASEAN 
• Asian Disaster Reduction Center, 
• Hyogo Framework for Action and 
• International Recovery Platform
• Humanitarian Partnership (China, Japan, Spore and South Korea)
3. RELIEFWEB Antenna, together with Geneva and New York, 

provide round-the-clock coverage of disaster and emergencies 
monitoring and operations

Portfolio:
• Supporting countries’ disaster 

preparedness and response, 
coordinating international response

• Monitoring Humanitarian situations
• Information management
• Public information and Advocacy
• Civil-Military Coordination
• Support to UN System-wide 

coordination on Avian Influenza

Agenda:
Humanitarian Reform
1. More predictable funding 

for disaster response
2. Cluster approach based on 

agencies’ mandate & 
strengths

3. Pooling of humanitarian 
assistant coordinators and 
intensifying engagement 
with NGOs

Disaster preparedness and response
Indochina: Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia, Vietnam
South Asia: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Srilanka, Bhutan, Nepal

Disaster preparedness and 
response
Fiji, Vanuatu, PNG, Marshall Island, 
Australia, New Zealand, Etc.

PORTFOLIOOCHA Asia Pacific

Effective and principled international humanitarian actions 

KOBE

1. Disaster preparedness and response
• East Asia: China, Japan, North Korea, Mongolia, South Korea
• Southeast Asia: Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Philippines, Singapore,  and Timor Leste
2. Focal Point for subject matters related to:
• ASEAN 
• Asian Disaster Reduction Center, 
• Hyogo Framework for Action and 
• International Recovery Platform
• Humanitarian Partnership (China, Japan, Spore and South 

Korea)
3. RELIEFWEB Antenna, together with Geneva and New York, 

provide round-the-clock coverage of disaster and emergencies 
monitoring and operations

Other presence:
OCHA Indonesia

OCHA Nepal
Officer in Papua New Guinea

National Officer in Pakistan

TDRM,  HFA and 
Humanitarian Reform

Hyogo 
Framework for 
Action

Global commitment
to reduce disaster risks
comprehensively

Priority action no. 5

To strengthen 
preparedness for 
effective response

1. DM capacities
2. DM – Development dialogue
3. Regional response approach
4. Review preparedness and contingencies
5. Emergency funds
6. Voluntarism & participation

UN 
Humanitarian Reform
New coordination mechanisms
Humanitarian cultural shift 

1. Predictable funding
2. Cluster lead concept
3. Forming pool of 

humanitarian managers & 
Stronger link with NGOs 

Total
Disaster
Risk
Management

Address causes, 
risk and vulnerabilities
Comprehensively:

-All phases
-Multihazards
-Multistakeholders

Strengthen preparedness and response capacities
– Monitoring and information management incl. RELIEFWEB
– Coordinating deployment of international disaster responses

• Improving OCHA internal preparedness
• Strengthening resp. systems (UN clusters, UNDAC/INSARAG, APHP etc.)

Push Disaster - Development dialogue
4. Following through HFA, TDRM and Humanitarian reform
5. Contributing to early warning and participate in the IRP

Regional response approach
6. Thematic dialogue & collaboration with regional bodies (ASEAN, etc.)

Review preparedness and contingencies
7. Providing technical assistance and training to national governments
8. Introducing UNDAC “Preparedness Missions” and contingency planning

Promote Voluntarism & participation
9. Supporting ADRRN and other Networks

Assist in the establishment of Emergency funds
10. Promoting improved donor relations

OCHA Kobe 10-point Agenda
to strengthen preparedness and response

Thank you …….


