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People’s Republic of China
The neighboring countries

The countries across the sea
The other countries
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Topography and Landform

9.9Hills

12.0Plains

18.8Basins

26.0Plateaus

33.3Mountain  areas

The proportion occupied 
the total area (%)

The main types of 
landform of China
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Climate 

Monsoon climate
Continental climate

Diverse climate
Unsteady climate

Climate 
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The population growth of China from 1949 to 2002

Population density of China in 2000

The comparison between urban population and 
rural population of China from 1952 to 2000
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GDP of main countries in the world from 1996 to 2002            Unit:  billion U.S. $

The increase of GDP of China from 1952 to 2002

----8.07.38.07.17.88.89.6Growth Rate of China (%)
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Data source: National Bureau of Statistics of P. R. C.
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Due to the varied topography and unsteady 
climate, China has almost all kinds of natural 
disasters except for volcano eruption. 

Flood

Drought

Windstorm

Hail

Dust Storm

Typhoon

Low temperature 
and freeze

Snow

Earthquake

Landslide

Debris flow
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Flood

The distribution of grand flood disasters in China 
(1949 to 2000)

Dongting Lake
Poyang Lake

Satellite map of the 1998 flood in the 
Yangtze River Basin (August 4, 1998)

Satellite map of the 2003 flood in the Huaihe River Basin
(July 9, 2003)Data source: Ministry of Civil Affairs of P. R. C., Beijing Normal University, Ministry of 

Science and Technology of P.R.C., China Remote Sensing Satellite Ground Station
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The distribution of drought disaster in China 
(1949 to 2000)

Drought

灾次
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>40℃

The distribution of extreme maximum 
temperature in summer of 2003Data source: Ministry of Civil Affairs of P. R. C., Beijing Normal 

University, China Meteorological Administration
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Times of severe typhoon 
landing in Eastern China 
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The distribution of earthquake epicenter in China 
(1949 to 2000)

Earthquake

震级
Magnitude (Ms)

Data source: Ministry of Civil Affairs of P. R. C., Beijing Normal University

Bachu-Jiashi Earthquake

Date: February 16, 2003

Magnitude: 6.8

268 persons killed

Bachu-Jiashi Earthquake

Date: February 16, 2003

Magnitude: 6.8

268 persons killed

Lijiang Earthquake

Date: February 3, 1996

Magnitude:  7.0

309 persons killed

Lijiang Earthquake

Date: February 3, 1996

Magnitude:  7.0

309 persons killed
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The distribution of landslide and debris flow in China

Landslide and Debris Flow

The intensity of landslide and 
debris flow disasters

Areas with high intensity
Areas with medium intensity
Areas with low intensity 

Ganzi Debris Flow in Sichuan Province

Date: July 12, 2003

51 persons killed or missing Zigui Landslide in Hubei Province

Date: July 17, 2003

24 persons killed or missing

Data source: Ministry of Civil Affairs of P. R. C., Beijing Normal University
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The population affected by 
natural disasters in China 
from 1981 to 2003

The crop growth affected by 
natural disasters in China 
from 1981 to 2003

The average crop growth affected by different disaster classes in China from 1981 to 2003

Data source: Ministry of Civil Affairs of P. R. C.
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In China, the annual direct economic losses due to natural disasters 
range from 4% to 6% of its GDP. 

The building damaged and direct economic loss caused by natural disasters in China 
from 1981 to 2003

Natural disaster has become a great obstacle restricting social 
and economic development of China.

The economic growth

The rapid urbanization process

The global climate change

The economic growth

The rapid urbanization process

The global climate change

Data source: Ministry of Civil Affairs of P. R. C.
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Chinese Government pays much attention to disaster 
management and takes disaster prevention and reduction as a 
primary issue to ensure the sustainable development of 
society and economy of China. 
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Natural disaster management 
system in China

Ministry of Civil Affairs
Organizing and coordinating the disaster relief work.

Organizing the investigation of disaster and releasing the   
disaster information uniformly.

Managing and dividing funds and material of disaster relief 
and supervising their use.

Organizing the donation of disaster relief.

Assuming the duties of the office of China International 
Disaster Reduction Committee. 

Ministry of Civil Affairs
Organizing and coordinating the disaster relief work.

Organizing the investigation of disaster and releasing the   
disaster information uniformly.

Managing and dividing funds and material of disaster relief 
and supervising their use.

Organizing the donation of disaster relief.

Assuming the duties of the office of China International 
Disaster Reduction Committee. 

An integrated management system of natural disasters 
The unified leadership of the government

The  division of labor among government departments

The graded management of government at different levels 

An integrated management system of natural disasters 
The unified leadership of the government

The  division of labor among government departments

The graded management of government at different levels 

Ministry of Civil Affairs
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The legal system for disaster management

China has promulgated and implemented more than 30 laws 
and regulations concerning disaster reduction.

Law of the People’s Republic of China on Water and Soil 
Conservation

Law of the People’s Republic of China on Earthquake Prevention and 
Disaster Reduction

Law of the People’s Republic of China on Fire Fighting

Law of the People’s Republic of China on Flood Prevention

The Meteorology Law of the People’s Republic of China 
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Natural Disaster Warning and Forecasting System

The national meteorological monitoring and forecasting 
network

The seismological monitoring and forecasting system

The national hydrologic monitoring network

The national monitoring and forecasting network for forest 
fireproofing

The national crop and forest disease monitoring and 
forecasting network

China has established a preliminary system for natural 
disaster warning and forecasting.

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China

The emergency relief mechanism for natural disasters
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Materials

Donation

Temporary school

Emergency evacuation 

Temporary  habitation
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Plan of Small Satellite Constellation for 
Environmental and Disaster Monitoring 
and Prediction

Drought

Flood

Ocean Disaster

Geologic Disaster

Forest Fire

Tropical Storm
China plans to 
launch two small optical 
satellites and one small 
SAR satellite in 2006, 
called the "2+1” Project, 
and also China will 
launch another 4 optical 
satellites and 4 SAR 
satellites later.
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Disaster relief materials reserve system
Disaster Relief Materials Reserve System
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The problems existing in China’s disaster management

1.  The disaster consciousness is weak in China.

The public knows very little about disaster prevention and reduction.

The governmental officials still do not understand the importance of 
disaster management.

2. The level of the disaster information management is low in China.

The means to collect disaster information is backward.

The disaster information is insufficient.

The content and criterion of disaster statistics among different sections 
is not uniform, and the information share is limited.

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China

3. The disaster relief management system is not sound and the 
disaster emergency response capabilities are not yet powerful.

China do not have specific, detailed and highly operable standards, 
procedures and rules for disaster relief guidance.

China do not have sufficient disaster relief materials reserves and lack 
effective means after disaster relief work is unfolded.

The disaster relief plans are not quite sound.

4.  The legal system for disaster management is not quite sound, and 
in particular China do not have a comprehensive “Disaster Relief 
Law” or similar administrative regulations.

The problems existing in China’s disaster management
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5. There is a gap between the input in disaster management 
and specially in assistant to victims and the need of relief.
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Ratio of disaster relief output to fiscal revenue in China from 1950 to 2003

The problems existing in China’s disaster management

Data source: Ministry of Civil Affairs of P. R. C.
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National Disaster Reduction Center of China 
(NDRCC)

Providing technological service, information service, application 
research and personnel training to help the government to make 
decision-making of disaster reduction and relief.

Providing technological service, information service, application 
research and personnel training to help the government to make 
decision-making of disaster reduction and relief.

NDRCC of Ministry of Civil 
Affairs was officially established 
in April, 2003, authorizing the size 
of 85 employees. 

NDRCC of Ministry of Civil 
Affairs was officially established 
in April, 2003, authorizing the size 
of 85 employees. 

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China

Institutional Layout and Personnel Setup
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China Monthly Natural Disaster Bulletin
China Annual Natural Disaster Bulletin

Disaster Relief Decision-Making Reference
Internet Disaster Information Extract

Disaster Information Management

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China

NDRCC is now establishing 
and maintaining disaster 
database and its management 
information system, which will 
be an important part of national 
disaster information system of 
China.

Disaster Information Management
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Disaster Assessment

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China
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Training

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China International cooperation
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Compiling and issuing ——

Disaster Reduction in China Magazine

Establishing and maintaining——

China Disaster Reduction Website

• Prompt the public disaster consciousness

• Popularize the knowledge on disaster reduction

• Release and share the disaster information

• Prompt the public disaster consciousness

• Popularize the knowledge on disaster reduction

• Release and share the disaster information

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China

1) The disaster information management

The design of disaster information indices

The collection and report system of disaster information

The establishment and maintain of disaster information management system

……

2) The disaster warning and emergency response management
The disaster forecasting and warning

The disaster emergency procedure

The disaster information management and disaster rapid assessment

……

1. To survey the mechanisms on how Japan and other Asian countries 
deal with disaster reduction and disaster relief and analysis the 
possibility to integrate them into the disaster reduction in China. 

What I want to do at ADRC?



22

National Disaster Reduction Center of ChinaNational Disaster Reduction Center of China

2. To introduce the practice and lessons 
of the disaster management work of 
China and promote the cooperation 
between China with Japan and other 
countries.

3. To attend the work of ADRC and look 
after more chances of the cooperation 
between China with ADRC.

3) The disaster risk management
The disaster risk mapping

The propaganda and  education of disaster risk consciousness

The management of disaster risk regions

……

What I want to do at ADRC?
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