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From 31 May to 6 June 2026, the Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) 
coordinated the third Study Visit to Japan for the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 
Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management (AHA Centre) Executive 
Leadership in Emergency Management Programme (ACE-LEDMP) Junior 
Executive Level, which is organized by the AHA Centre and funded by Japan-
ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF). The ACE-LEDMP Junior Executive Level aims 
to establish a comprehensive, multi-tiered pathway for developing disaster 
management leaders in ASEAN by strengthening their leadership capacities 
through a rigorous curriculum consisting of three months of online sessions, two 
months of onsite training in Jakarta, and a one-week study visit to Japan.  
   The study visit welcomed 26 junior executive-level officials from nine ASEAN 
Member States (excluding Vietnam and Brunei Darussalam), accompanied by four 
AHA Centre staff members. 
     During the visit, the participants attended lectures given by Japanese 
organizations, including the Cabinet Office of Japan, Kobe City Emergency 
Management Center and the ADRC. The delegates also visited disaster 
management facilities such as the Tonegawa Karyu River Office of the Ministry of 
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), the Honjo Life Safety 
Learning Center, the "Sona Area Tokyo" (Disaster Prevention Experience-
Learning Facility), the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Memorial Disaster 
Reduction and Human Renovation Institution (DRI), and the Kamenose Landslide 
Countermeasure Infrastructure Tourism Office. The experience was further 
enriched by a brief visit to Kobe Port Earthquake Memorial Park where 
participants learned about the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and multi-
purpose DRR reconstruction. Additionally, a visit to the Okumuragumi Museum 
taught them about earthquake resistant technology such as seismic isolation 
systems.  

     The visit concluded with an interactive session where the participants shared 
their key takeaways and insights gained during the study trip. They also exchanged 
ideas on enhancing disaster management efforts in their respective countries. Upon 
returning to Jakarta, Indonesia, the participants continued reflection of their 
experiences and began formulating action plans based on valuable wisdom gained 
through the ACE-LEDMP program. 

● Promoting Cooperation with Affiliated Institutions  
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2026 APEC Workshop  

(Left)  Visit to the Sona Area Tokyo (Disaster Prevention Experience-Learning Facility),  

(Right)  Visit to ‘Mizu-no-sato Sawara’ by the Tonegawa Karyu River Office, MLIT  

ACE-LEDMP Junior Executive Level Japan Study Visit  
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11th GLIDE SC Meeting 

The11th GLIDE Steering Committee (SC) meeting was held online on 1 July 2026. Twelve participants from 
ADRC, the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED)/Université catholique de Louvain, 
European Commission (EC)/Joint Research Centre (JRC), Tohoku University, United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) and United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) attended the meeting to share updates on 
their activities and the outcomes of subcommittee meetings results held after the 10th GLIDE SC Meeting.  
     UNOCHA introduced its Humanitarian Data Exchange platform, where GLIDE was recently integrated. 
This integration will enable GLIDE to facilitate data interoperability across various datasets. 
 [https://data.humdata.org/dataset/global-glide-events] 
     In addition, participants exchanged views on improving GLIDE-enabled services. The meeting concluded 
with participants agreeing to continue their discussions on these matters.  

JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program: Disaster Risk Reduction for Sustainability and 

Resilience (Latin America) JFY2026  

(Left)  Visit to the Kobe City Emergency Management Center,  

(Right)  Final participatory session concluding the study visit at the ADRC Office 

ADRC, in cooperation with JICA Kansai, conducted 
the JICA Knowledge Co-Creation Program (KCCP) 
course entitled "Disaster Risk Reduction for 
Sustainability and Resilience (Latin America) 
JFY2026" from 20 May to 17 July 2026. 
     The course was attended by eleven participants 
from nine Central and South American countries: 
Chile, Colombia, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru. 
     The program consisted of four weeks of online 
learning followed by four weeks of face-to-face 
lectures and exercises, through which participants 
learned about Japan's experiences and technologies in 
disaster risk reduction (DRR). 
     The program also included study visits to Hyogo, 
Shizuoka, and Yamanashi Prefectures, Tokyo, and the 
Tohoku region, where participants observed a variety of DRR measures, including the Nigawa Landslide 
Museum in Hyogo Prefecture. At the end of the course, all participants developed draft local plans for DRR 
for their respective countries through an eight-step workshop. 

Study visit to the Nigawa Landslide Museum in Hyogo Prefecture 
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Upon returning to their home countries, the participants are expected to play active roles in promoting 
disaster risk reduction initiatives and contributing to the reduction of humanitarian and economic losses 
caused by disasters. 
     ADRC would like to express its sincere gratitude to all the organizations and universities whose valuable 
support and cooperation contributed to the successful implementation of this course. 

2026 APEC Workshop  

ADRC served as one of the invited speakers at the 2026 APEC Workshop on "Emerging Risks on Disasters 
and AI Transformation," which was convened and hosted by Republic of Korea (ROK) on 24 – 25 June 2026 
at the Songdo Convensia, Incheon, ROK.   
     In Session 2, "Concepts and Case Studies on Emerging Risk," ADRC shared the observations from a field 
visit in Cebu, Philippines, conducted on 22 November 2025. The background to this was overlapping 
disasters experienced in the northern parts of Cebu Province. On 30 September 2025, it was the epicentre of 
a Mw 6.9 earthquake, and on 4 November 2025, it was directly hit by typhoon Kalmaegi (local name: Tino).  
     This experience is classified as a case of "emerging risk on disasters." Events like this are "highly 
uncertain," in that once they occur, the existing systems for disaster management are not yet mature enough 
to handle the overwhelming demands for response and recovery operations efforts (e.g., evacuation, damage 
assessment, and financial assistance).  
     Based on these observations, the local governments of northern Cebu may consider the following:  
 
a) Establishing permanent evacuation centres that could withstand Mw 8.0 earthquake and super typhoons;  
b) Adopting practical approaches for systematic access to the services of assessors and inspectors of 

damaged houses/infrastructures, and  
c) Maintaining an integrated data system, including local registries and permits.  
 
     ADRC's participation in this workshop provided an opportunity not only for networking, but also to gain 
a greater understanding of "emerging risk" and its related case studies.  

 

Presentation by Mr Potutan, ADRC Deputy Director, Research Department, at the 2026 APEC Workshop in Incheon, ROK 
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